Evaluation Rubric for Writing Assignments
	Highest Priority Characteristics
	Excellent
	Satisfactory
	Needs Work

	Has a clear statement of objective


	
	
	

	Technical content

· appropriate background and contextual information

· tight focus 
	
	
	

	Critical thinking

· thoughtful analysis

· supports claims with evidence or other relevant information or analysis

· feasible recommendations
	
	
	

	Clear and appropriate language

· appropriate use of terminology

· use of active voice
	
	
	

	Logical organization


	
	
	

	Fulfills the assignment


	
	
	


	Other Important Characteristics
	Excellent
	Satisfactory
	Needs Work

	Effective style

· sentence structure 

· paragraph structure

· topic sentences

· transitions
	
	
	

	Effective formatting

· sections

· section headers
	
	
	

	Attention to detail

· typos

· grammatical mistakes

· page numbers
	
	
	

	Citation of sources

· appropriate citations for quoted or paraphrased material

· works cited list appropriately formatted

· appropriate use of paraphrasing

· high quality sources
	
	
	


Excellent: A/A- 

Satisfactory: B+/B 

Needs Work: B- and lower 

